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The Examiner is requested to consider the references noted on the enclosed Form PTO- 
1449 during examination of the above-identified patent apphcation. These references are 
submitted for the Examiner's consideration and are submitted pursuant to the duty of disclosure 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. In submitting these references, no representation is made or implied that 
the references are or are not material to the examination of the application. The Examiner is 
encouraged to make his or her own determination of materiality. Pursuant to the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office's July 11, 2003 waiver of the requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(a)(2)(i), only 
copies of the foreign references are provided. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3)(i), any information disclosure statement filed under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97 shall include a concise explanation of the relevance, as it is presently understood 
by the individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) most knowledgeable about the content of the 
information, of each patent, publication or other information listed that is not in the English 
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language. The concise explanation may be either separate from the specification or incorporated 
therein. 

German patent No. 16269, European patent application No. 0 554 212, and Swiss patent 
No. 581 257 are not in the English language. Therefore, in compliance with the rule, concise 
explanations of the relevance of these non-English references are as follows: 

German patent No. 16269 describes a lifting mechanism for a Venetian blind where the 
lift cords (b, b') are wound about spool A. The spool A has a conical shape at the place where 
the lift cords (b, b') are being wound about the spool, to prevent double windings. The conical 
shape ensured that each winding can slip to the thinner end of the spool by the lateral force of the 
next winding thereon (see figure 5). 

European patent application No. 0 554 212 describes a winding spool (1) for a Hfting 
mechanism for a Venetian blind where the lift cords (1 1) are wound about spool (1). In order to 
get a smooth winding of the lift cords (11) and no overlap in cord windings, the spool has a 
smooth cord drum portion (8) having a diameter that is greater than the initial diameter of the 
winding drum (1) and a shoulder portion (9) ( see figures). The shoulder portion (9) ensures 
guiding the cord unto the drum portion (8) with the greater diameter. The shoulder portion (9) 
ensures the each winding is pushed over the larger diameter drum portion (8) towards the rest of 
the spool (1) with the smaller diameter. 

Swiss patent No. 581 257 describes a roller blind for a heat reflecting foil. The blind can 
unroll from roller 1 1 under its own weight. While unrolling the foil the operating cord 27 is 
wound about a spool 19 of smaller diameter than blind roller 1 1 . In order to prevent double 
windings of the operating cord 27, the spool has a conical end 21 if greater diameter. As the 
windings from on the conical end 21 they are pushed by each next winding towards the portion 
19 of lesser diameter, thus preventing overlap of the windings. In order to raise the blind 
operating cord 27 is pulled downward and as the cord 27 unrolls from spool 19, 21, the blind 
roller 1 1 is driven to roll up the blind foil. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3), no fees are due with respect to this filing. However, 
if any fees are deemed necessary, such fees may be charged to Deposit Account No. 04-1415. 
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If the examiner has any questions, please contact the undersigned attorney. 
Dated: /^^^/X^Zgig>4 

Respectfully submitted. 




Gary M. Poliipbus, Reg. No. 25,364 
DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP 
370 Seventeenth Street, Suite 4700 
Denver, CO 80202-5647 
Tel.: (303) 629-3400 
Fax: (303) 629-3450 
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